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the poor must do, and thus identify ourselves with
them and through them with all mankind. I cannot
imagine better worship of God than that in His name
I should labour for the poor even as they do. The spin-
ning wheel spells a more equitable distribution of the
riches of the earth.
Toung India, 20-10-'21

I ... claim for the Charkha the honour of being
able to solve the problem of economic distress in a most
natural, simple, inexpensive and businesslike manner.
The Charkha, therefore, is not only not useless . . .
but it is a useful and indispensable article for every
home. It is the symbol of the nation's prosperity
and, therefore, freedom. It is a symbol not of com-
mercial war but of commercial peace. It bears not a
message of ill-will towards the nations of the earth but
of good-will and self-help. It will not need the pro-
tection of a navy threatening a world's peace and ex-
ploiting its resources, but it needs the religious deter-
mination of millions to spin their yarn in their own
homes as today they cook their food in their own homes.
I may deserve the curse of posterity for many mistakes
of omission and commission, but I am confident of earn-
ing its blessings for suggesting a revival of the Charkha.
I stake my all on it. For every revolution of the wheel
spins peace, good-will and love. And with all that, in-
asmuch as the loss of it brought about India's slavery,
its voluntary revival with all its implications must mean
India's freedom.
Toung India, 8-12-'21

What is claimed for spinning is that

1. it supplies the readiest  occupation to those who
have leisure and are in want of a few coppers;